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Chicago, July 5, 2010, NASA Midwest, Inc. 
 

Issues Plague Factory Five Racers at BeaveRun 

 
June 26

th
 and 27

th
 saw the Great Lakes & East Coast Factory Fives meet at BeaveRun Raceway 

in Wampum, PA.   

 

 
 

Friday, the 25
th
, the racers arrived at the track in the late afternoon sun.  The Great Lakes 

contingent arrived first (their only first of the weekend) with Brain Sanders ï 49, Gregg 

Wellinghoff Sr. ï 29, and Greg Wellinghoff Jr. ï 77.  Wayne Patterson - 62 arrived next, 

followed by Carl Thompson ï 1 and his wife Eileen, Jim Schenk - 52 and his girlfriend Bridgett, 

Paul Kaiser - 8 and his wife Michelle, John George ï 48 and Ed Boothman in the 85.  All in all 

the snake pit looked great and drew the attention of the rest of the NASA family and other 

onlookers due to the turnout.   The FFR boys spent a great deal of time talking up the cars and 

the series to a number of interested people.  You never know just who you might talk into 

purchasing a challenge car and thus growing the series.  Carl grilled an amazing dinner for 

everyone as the racers sat around and chit chatted amongst each other.  After all of the teams had 

gotten setup, and reacquainted, all of the drivers turned in for an early evening. 
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Saturday 

 

 
 

Saturday morning weather was great for racing.  Morning practice saw Wayne get his doors 

blown off by the rest of the racers, literally.  The driverôs side door came off of the 62 car during 

the practice.  It seems as though all the racers wanted to claim it was them going by Wayne that 

resulted in the door coming off, but only Wayne knows for sure.   Fortunately the track workers 

were able to recover the door with only a few scratches in it.  An impound check after qualifying 

found Gregg Sr. disqualified due to a discrepancy in his timing advance and he would have to 

start at the back.  John did not run qualifying as he was troubleshooting a brake problem he had 

uncovered in practice.  Unfortunately his brake problems resulted in his spending most of the 

afternoon changing out calipers, pads, and his master cylinder and missing the Saturday race.   

 

The race began with a standing start and Paul jumped out to an early lead, which he held to the 

end.  Attrition would prove to be a factor during the race as a number of cars dropped out.  First 

out was Greg Wellinghoff Jr on lap 8 as his shifter handle came off during the race.  Second out 

was Jim Schenk with fuel cutout issues.  Next out was Brian Sanders with only a few laps 

remaining due to what was later found to be a bad distributor.  (It was a good distributor when 

the Wellinghoffôs gave it to him!)  It took some time for Brian to get towed back to the paddock 

as the wrecker had numerous other cars to bring in following the Thunder race.  29 cars started 

the race and only 19 finished under their own power. Paul finished in first, followed by Carl, 

Gregg Wellinghoff Sr., and Wayne Patterson. Paul also set a Great Lakes region track record for 

BeaverRun on Saturday of 105.831 during the race. Work began on the damaged cars shortly 

after the race and continued well into the evening as the various drivers tried to fix their 

problems. 
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Sunday 

 

 

WƻƘƴΩǎ  ōǊŀƪŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
ready to go.  Jim had not found the cause of his 
ŦǳŜƭ Ŏǳǘƻǳǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅŜǘΦ  .ǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 
running order.  Greg Jr. had jury rigged his shift 
handle to get him through the rest of the 
weekend.  John and Paul set an identical lap in 
qualifying of 1:05.524, both claiming the fastest 
lap of the weekend.  Paul was granted the pole 
position as he turned his fast lap before John in 
the session. Unfortunately Paul discovered both 
of his front rotors were cracked following the 
qualifying run and was unable to get them both 
changed in the short time before the morning 
race, thus he was forced to watch from the 
sidelines.  
 

 
  


